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A DECLARATION 


of both Houſes of PARLIAMENT. 


= He Lords and Commons holding it neceſſa- 
ry for the peace and ſafety of this Kingdom, 
4 to ſettle rhe 217:tia thereof, did for that 
purpoſe, prepare an Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment ; and with all humility, did prefent 
the ſame to His Majeſtie, for His Royal! 
notwithſtanding the faithfull advice of His 
Parliament, and the ſeverall Reaſons offered by them of the 
neceſſity thereot, for the ſecuring of His Majeſties Perſon, 
and the peace and ſafety of His People,did refuſe to give His 
conſent; and therupon they were neceſſitated, in diſcharge of 
the Truſt repoſed 1n them, as the repreſentative body of the 
Kingdom, to make an Ordinance by Authority of both 
Houles, to ſettle the 27i1:t7a, Warranted thereunto, by the 
Fundamentall Laws of the Land. 

His Majeſtic taking notice thereof, did by ſeverall Meſ- 
ſages invite them to ſettle the ſame by Aktof Parliament, 
Affirming in His Meſſage ſent in Anſwer to the Petition of 
both Houſes,preſenred unto His Majeſty at Tort, March 2 6 
That he alwayes thought it neceſſary the ſame ſhould be 
ſettled; And that he never denyed the thing, onely denyed 
the way; And for the matter of it, took exception, only 
to the Preface, as a thing not ſtanding with His Honour, to 
conſent to, and that Himſelf was excluded in the execution, 
and for a time unlimitted. 

Whereupon, The Lords and Commons being deſirous 
to give His Majeſtic all —_— that might be, even 
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the leaſt Tittle of form and circumſtance ; and when His 
Majeſtic was pleaſed to offer them a Bill ready drawn, did 
for no other cauſe, then to manifeſt their hearry affection, 
to comply with His Majeſtics defire, and obtain his Con- 
ſent, entertain the ſame; and in the mean time, no way 
declining their Ordinance, and to exprefſe their earneſt 
zeal, to correſpond with His Majeſties defire (in all things 
that might confiſt with the peace, and ſafety of the King- 
dom, and the Truſt repoſed in them) did paſſe that Bll, and 
therein omitted the Preamble inſerted before the Ordi- 
nance, limitted the time to leffe then two yeers, and con- 
fined the Authority of the Licntenants, to theſe three par- 
ticulars z namely, Rebellion, Inſurre&tion, and forreign Tn- 
vaſion, and returned the ſame to His Majeſtic for His 
Royzall Aſent. Bur all theſe expreſſions of Aﬀection, and 
Loyalty, all rheſe gefires, and carneft endeavours to comply 
with His Majeſtic, hath (to their great grief and ſorrow) 
produced no better effect, rhcn an abſolute deniall, even of 
rhat, His Majeſtie bv His former Meſſages, as we conceive, 
had.promiſed ; Theadvice of evil and wicked Councels re- 
ceiving more credit with him, then that of His great Coun- 
cell of Parliamcnt, in a marter of ſo high Importance, That 
the ſatery of His Kingdom, and pezce of His People de- 
pends upon it. But now, what muſt be rhe exceptions to 
this Bill > Not any ſure that was to the Ordinance, for a 
care was taken to give ſatisfa&tion 1n all thoſe particulars. 

Then the Exception was, Becauſe that the difpoſing and 
execution thereof, was referred to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and His Majeſtic excluded. And now, That by the 
Bill, the Power and exccution is aſcertained, and reduced 
to particulars, and the Laiy of the Realm made the Rule 
thercof, His Majeſtte will not truſt the Perſons; The Power 
5 t00 grear, t00 unlimitred to truſt them with ; Bur what 1s 
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that Power > Is it any other, but in exprefle rerms to ſup- 
preſſe Rebellion, I n{urre&on, and forreign Invaſion > And 
who are thoſe Perſons > Are they not fuch as were nomina- 
ted by the great Courcell of the Kingdom, and afſented to 
by His Majeſtic > And 1s it too great a Power to truſt thoſe 
Perſons with the ſuppreſſion of Rebellion, Infurrefion, and 
forreign Invaſion ? Surely, the moſt wicked of them thar 
adviſed His Majettie ro this Anfiver, cannot ſuggeſt, but 
that it is receſſary for the ſafety of His Majefties Royall 
Perſon, and the peace of rhe Kingdom, ſuch 2 Power ſhould 
be put in ſome hands ; And there 15 1.0 pretence of exception 
to the Perſons. His Majeſtic for the ſpace of above fifteen 
yeers together, thought nor a Power far excceding this, to be 
to0 great to entruſt particular perſons with, to whoſe will, 
the lives and liberties of His People, by Martiall Laws, 
were made ſubject; for ſuch was the Power given to Lord 
Lieutcnants, and Deputy Licutenanrs, 1n every Connty of 
this Kingdom, and that without the conſent of His People, 
or authority of Law. 

But now incaſe of extreme necefſity, upon the advice of 
both Houſes of Parliament , for no longer ſpace then two 
yeers, a lefſer power, and that for the ſatery of King and 


+ People, is thought too grear to truſt particular Perſons 


with, though named by both Houſes of Parliament, and ap- 
proved of by His Majeſtic himſelf: And ſurely, if there be 
a neceſſity to ſertle rhe Alitia (which His Majeſtie was 
pleaſed to confeſſe) the Perſons cannot be enrruſted with 
lefle Power then this, to have it at all effequall- Ardthe 
Preſidents of former Ages, when there hapned a neceflity 
to raiſe ſuch a Power, never ſtraitned that Power to a nar- 
rower compaſſe, Witnefſe the Commiſſions of Array, in 
ſeverall Kings raigns, and often ifſucd ont by the conſent and 
authority of Parliament. 

Tre 


The Lords and Commons therefore intruſted with the 
ſafety of the Kingdom, and peace of rhe People (which they 
call God to witneſſe is their onely Aym} *nding themſelves 
denyed theſe their neceſſary and juft demands, and rhat they 
cannever be diſcharged before God or man, 1fthey ſhould 
ſuffer the ſafety of the Kingdom, and Peace of rhe People, 
to be expoſed to the malice of the Malignant party at home, 
or the fury of enemies from abroad : And knowing no other 
way to encounter the imminent and 2pproaching danger, but 
by putring the People into a fit Poſture of defence, do re- 
ſolve to put their ſaid Ordinance in preſent execution, and 
do require all perſons 1n authority by vertue of the ſaid Or- 
dinance, forthwith to put the ſame into execution; and all 
others to obey it, according torhe Fundamentall Laws of 
the Land in each Caſes, as they tender the upholdirg of the 
true Proteſtant Religion,the ſafery of His Majeſties Perſon, 
and His Royall Poſterity, the peace of rhe Kingdom, and the 
being of this Common-wealth. 
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Die Marrtis 17. Maii. 164 2. 


He Lords and Commons in Parliament do declare,That it is againſt 
© he LaWwes and Liberties of the K ingdom, T hat any of the Subjefts 
therof, ſhould be commanded by the King to attend Him at His pleaſure; 
but ſuch as are bound thereto by ſpeciall Service ; And that Whoſoever 
upon pretence of Hu Majeſties command ſhall take Arms, and gather to- 
gether with others, in a Warlike manner, to the terror of the K ings 
People, ſhall be eſteemed difturbers of the publike peace, and to do that 
Which may introduce a preſident of very dangerous conſequence for the 
future, and produce meft miſchievous effetts for the preſent, Conſidering 
the great diſtempers of the Kingdom, and What pernicious Councellors, 
and Incendiaries, are noW about the King, and hoW deſperate andill af- 
feFed divers perſons, attending upon His Maieſtie, have ſhevved them- 
ſelves to the Parliament, and to Hi other good Subjetts, threatning and 
reproaching them publikely, even in His Majeſties preſence, and for pre- 
venting, and avoiding of ſuch great miſchiefs as may thereupon enſue; 

It ts Ordered and Ordained by both Houſes of Parliament, That if 
the Trained Bands, or any other His Majeſties Subjefts, ſhall r pon pre- 
tence of any ſuch command be draWn together, and put into 4 poſture of 
Warre, the Sheriff of that ( ounty Where there ſhall be ſuch raiſing , or 
drawing together of Armed men; Do forthWith raiſe the poWwer of the 
Comunty to [uppreſſe the ſame, and to keep Hi: Majeſties Peace , accor- 
ding to the Law. And that the Lord Lieutenants, Deputy Liewtenants, 
Tuſtices of the Peace,and all other His Majeſties Subjelts,be ayding and 
aſſiſting to the ſeverall and reſpettive Sheriffs in performance hereof, 
as they Will anſwer the contrary at their perill. 


Hen. Elfing, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


Dic Sabbathi 28. ay, 1642. 

WH ereas it appeares, that the King ſeduced by Wicked Counſell, in- 

tends ts make War againſt the Parliament,and under the colour of 
a guard to ſecure his royal per/on,doth command treops both of horfe-and 
Foot to aſſemble at York ; All Which tu againſt the Las of the K ing- 
dom, tending to the diſſolution of the Parliament, and deſtrution of hs 
people. It is therefore ordered by the Lords, and C ommons 1m Parlia- 
ment, that the Sheriffs of the County of Lancaiter, and all othor Sheriffs 
of the Kingdom of England, and D ominion of Wales, ſpall by.the powey 
of that C ounty,and of their ſeverall (ounties reſpettively, ſuppreſſe the' 
raiſing, and comming together of any Souldiers, Horſe or Foor, by any. 
Warrant, commiſſion,or order from his Majeſty, Without the adyiſe and 
conſent of the Lords,and ( ommons in Parliament : And that all perſons. 
Whatſoever doe forbeare to execnte any ſuch commiſſion; or Warrant for 
levying Souldicrs,or garhering them together Without conſent of P axli- 
ament; And thoſe Who ſhal execute,or obey any ſuch commiſſion,or War 
rant, are hereby declared to be diſturbers of the peace of the Kingdom. 
And the Lord Lievtenant of the ( ounty of Lancaſter, avd a! . Lords 
Lievtenants of all other Connties in the: K ingaom of England 29H TD) a971- 
ion of Wales reſpettively, as likeWiſe all deputy Lievrenaats, ( aptaiues 
and officers of the Trained Banas,and all. Majors, Juſtices of Peace, aud 
other his Majeſties loving Subjett5,are hereby commanded,andrequired 
to be ayding and aſſiſting to the ſaid Sheriffe of the ( ounty ef Lzncaitcr, 
aud to the other Sheriffes of ihe other Cornties of tus Kingdoms, and of 
the Dominion of, Wales ; Ana that his Aſajeſties loving Subjetts may 
the better underſtand What the. LaW,andtheir oWn duty us in this behalf, 
the ſaid Sheriff of Lancaſhire, and other Sheriffs of the other ( ounties of 
this Kingdom refpettively, ſhall cauſe this preſent Graer farthWirth, to be 
publiſhed in the feverall Market T oWns Within their ſaid Counties, 


Sabbathi 28. Maii. 1642. | 


Ordered by the Lords in Parliament , that theſe ſhall be forthwith 
Printed and publiſhed. 


Jo. Browne, (er. Parlamentorum. 


FINIS. 


